Lung transplantation for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
Lung transplantation is able to provide dramatic gains in pulmonary function to patients with advanced pulmonary emphysema. At the present time, however, transplantation is available to a strictly defined pool of candidates, and outcomes are limited by numerous respiratory and nonrespiratory postoperative complications. Further progress is needed in expanding the supply of donor lungs, minimizing perioperative complications, and optimizing postoperative immunologic management.